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RE: Verification of Disability and Right to Reasonable Program Modifications 


The information provided here is confidential, and is protected under federal law. 


Nicolas Kuster (UM ID: 790821448) has a disability, which results in a substantial limitation to a 
major life activity. Due to the permanent nature of the disability, this letter serves as verification 
of disability and the right to reasonable program modifications throughout the student’s 

academic study. 


Nick’s disability impacts his mobility, hand coordination, and processing speed. Giving these 
functional limitations, recommended modifications include: having extended test time (double 
time), using a reader/scribe for testing and in class when needed, alternative formats for 
instructional materials, and having a note taker and audio recording lectures. 


Nick will ask a classmate to share notes with him. Disability Services provides copying services 
for this purpose. If he encounters difficulty finding a volunteer note taker, he may approach 
instructors for assistance in finding a note taker. For recording lectures, Nick understands he 
must inform the instructor that he intends to audio record the class and may be required to 
complete a recording agreement. 


Another recommended modification for Nick is flexibility with assignment deadlines. This 
request may not compromise the integrity of the course. He needs to work with the instructor to 
determine reasonable deadlines. 


Civil rights laws require reasonable modifications of non-essential elements of academic 
programs in order to ensure accessibility by students with disabilities. Disability Services 
encourages students to disclose their disabilities and request modifications early in the semester. 
Retroactive modification requests do not have to be honored. Under no circumstances should any 
modification result in a fundamental alteration to a class; students with disabilities must meet or 
exceed academic standards with or without reasonable modifications. Disability Services 
recommends that denials of modification requests based on a fundamental alteration be decided 
at least at the departmental level and not by an individual instructor. Instructors and their 
departments should feel free to negotiate modifications that best fit course expectations. 
Disability Services supports program access by serving as a resource for students, instructors, 
and academic units. 


Thank you for making your class accessible to the student. Questions can be directed to the student or to 
me at 406-243-6535 or mika.watanabe @umontana.edu. 
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